
Cambridge University Cruising Club
Commodore’s Report for the Year 2021/22

Introduction

This academic year has proved an exciting one for CUCrC - and for university sailing in general - as it
has been the first uninterrupted season of training and competition since 2018/19. The Club has thrived in
the comeback from COVID, qualifying three teams to BUSA Finals and winning the Open Varsity match
for the 10th year running. The windsurfing section has seen exciting new developments, including a new
sub-committee and the adoption of kitesurfing into the Club.

Despite the difficulties brought by COVID, the Club’s financial position remains strong, and we have
placed an order for a new flight of Fireflies to be delivered next year. On behalf of the Club, I would like
to express gratitude to our Trustees for their ongoing work and support in managing our investments. We
are also grateful for the significant financial support we have received from the university Sports Service
this year in the form of grants towards entries for BUSA Qualifiers, Playoffs, and Finals this year.

Warmth and gratitude must also be extended to all senior members of our general committee - Mike
Hayles, Frank Tietze, Karl Aeberli, Anthony Butler, Jeremy Johnson, and Michael John Gifford - for the
incredible support they provide to the Club, its members, and the junior committee members. It is thanks
to all of you that the Club is able to continue to provide such a high standard of racing, cruising, and
windsurfing for its many student members.

Team Racing

This year kicked off with a busy Freshers’ Fair and highly successful Megaweekend of sailing taster
sessions, where 50 beginners got to try out Firefly sailing for the first time. Following this, team racing
trials were run and training for the year began, with 3 permanent teams (Blue, Pink, and Orange) and a
4th development squad (Beige) being selected. Training and events continued throughout Michaelmas,
with Blue and Pink attending UKTRA 2021, hosted at Spinnaker Sailing Club, while Orange headed to
Leeds for the Halloween Howler. Pink and Orange also managed an impressive sweep of both first and
third place at the Brummy Boom.

Lent brought many more events, including the Imperial Icicle for Beige and the Wessex Winter Warmer
for Blue and Pink. The Cam Cup proved highly successful in its first edition since 2020, and victory was
eventually claimed by Rutland Green. Thank you to Gordon Cogan Sivarajan for his hard work as Cam
Cup organiser this year, to Jo Sammons for running excellent racing as PRO, to Keith Sammons for
tracking the results, to Bruce Hebbert and the umpiring team, and to the team sailors who helped the
whole event to run smoothly.

Cambridge also hosted the BUSA Qualifiers for the Eastern region. These were won by UEA Yellow,
with Cambridge Blue second, Cambridge Pink third, and Cambridge Orange claiming a spot at Playoffs.
Many thanks to Olivia Jacklin for organising, to Jamie Webb for coordinating logistics on the day, and to
Oliver Jagger for his excellent work as PRO. Following Qualifiers, Orange headed up to Newcastle for
BUSA Playoffs, eventually qualifying to join Blue and Pink at Finals. The last event of Lent term was
UKTRA 2022, attended by Blue and Orange. The event was hosted by West Kirby Sailing Club, and the
combination of bright sunshine and perfect wind ensured an excellent time was had by all. Cambridge
Blue eventually finished 13th after a tie-break with two other University teams.

The most highly-anticipated event of the year was, of course, BUSA Finals, which returned for the first
time since 2019. The event was hosted at Chew Valley Lake by Bristol University, and the three days of
close racing and sunny weather proved well worth the wait. With all three teams attending, and with none
of the team having ever attended a BUSA Finals before, there was plenty of fun to be had as well as some



lessons to be learned. Despite lying third after the Swiss League, Blue struggled in the knockouts, being
beaten by Oxford Blue to place 7th overall. Pink tied for 8th in the Swiss League and were eventually
placed 12th overall, while Orange finished 25th. The event was won by Exeter Blue, with Southampton
Green second and Durham Purple third.

Easter term brought warm weather and fun events - most notably the Wilson Trophy, which was attended
by Blue and Orange as well as a number of Cambridge alumni. The event and dinner were both great fun,
and the standard of racing incredibly high. May Week meant the return of Cuppers, kindly organised by
Paul McMeekin. The event saw over 70 attendees from 16 colleges, with little wind but plenty of
sunshine. A slip’n’slide, BBQ, and games of cricket and spikeball made for an extremely joyful day at
Grafham, and we must thank the senior committee members who brought their BBQ expertise to the
event. Caius claimed victory, while the combined Catz/Caius team won the silver league and the Jesus
Seconds took the bronze.

To round out the season, the Varsity Match took place in mid-July. Again for the first time since 2019, the
match was hosted coastally, this year taking place in Ajaxes at Royal Harwich Yacht Club. Hot weather
and a reliable sea breeze allowed for a full programme of racing, and the Open Team Racing Match was
incredibly close. Although Cambridge led 3-1 at the end of day one, the Match would go to a full 7 races
thanks to challenging shifts at the start of day two. Cambridge managed to secure victory in a close final
race, making it the 10th year in a row where the Open Match has been won by Cambridge. The Varsity
dinner was hosted at RHYC, and an excellent time was had by both teams. Thanks go to Ollie Neville
from Oxford for organising such a great event, to the team at RHYC for running races both smoothly and
fairly in occasionally tricky conditions, and to the boat owners who so generously lent their Ajaxes and
without whom the Match could not have taken place.

As well as a great return-to-normal for the Mixed team, 2021/22 proved an incredibly successful year for
our Women’s team racing team. In addition to being named Ospreys Team of the Year 2021, they were
able to defend their title as BUSA Women’s Team Racing Champions, placing 2nd overall at the RYA
Women’s Team Racing Championships. The event took place at Budworth Sailing Club, and despite the
blustery conditions brought by Storm Eunice a full day and a half of racing took place. Unfortunately,
after this dominant showing at Nationals the Women’s team lost a series of close races at the Varsity
Match and were defeated 4-1 by Oxford.

Overall, this season has been a successful return to regular training and racing for both the Mixed and
Women’s teams, with some strong results and the team’s younger sailors showing plenty of potential for
the future. Thanks must go to Ewan Gribbin and Liv Jacklin for their excellent work captaining the Mixed
and Women’s teams this year. Additionally, congratulations to the Cambridge sailors of the past 10 years
for their dominant Open Varsity record - here’s to a continuation of that winning streak.

Match Racing, Keel Boating, and Beyond

Juliette Kennedy, Molly Desorgher, and recent alumni Jules Welham and Lily Reece attended the RYA
Women’s Match Racing Nationals, held at WPNSA on 11-12th September 2021. Despite never having
match raced before, the team performed well and placed 6th against a strong fleet. Also in match racing,
recent alumnus Robbie King placed 8th at the prestigious Governor’s Cup, racing with Royal Thames
Yacht Club. At the Varsity Match, both the first and second strings were won 2-1 by Oxford, although in
both cases racing proved close and exciting.

In yacht racing, Jake Scott raced the Round the Island race with Challenge Wales, placing as first
Challenger 72.

Windsurfing

The windsurfing section has grown significantly this year, with a new sub-committee (including a Rear
Commodore Kitesurfing) and the potential to buy some new beginner and intermediate kit for next
season. Although a Varsity Match was not organised this year, many of our windsurfing members
attended SWA events throughout the season. Most notably, our Freshers’ taster weekend was combined
with the SWA’s Aussie Kiss at Grafham Water Sailing Club, allowing beginner coaching, racing, and
freestyling to be enjoyed by a number of existing and prospective Club members. Various Grafham and



coastal trips took place throughout the year for both windsurfers and kitesurfers. At windsurfing Cuppers,
victory was taken by Octave Oliviers in an exciting freestyle tournament.

Special thanks must go to Bella Biddle, who graduates this year but who has worked tirelessly to revive
windsurfing at Cambridge, to great success. I hope to see the section continue to grow in numbers over
the coming years!

Dinghy Sailing

After several years away, this season finally saw the return of casual and dinghy sailing at CUCrC. Casual
trips operated throughout the year, and a sunny May Week allowed for a popular beginners’ RYA course.
Thanks to our Rear Commodore Magnus Handley, our Training Officer Jake Scott, and our Senior
Instructor Ralph Battle for their hard work restarting dinghy sailing this season.

Away from Grafham, various Cambridge students and alumni competed at the 2022 Firefly Nationals in
Tenby. Many of the current team racers also attended the 2022 RS200 Nationals at Hayling Island Sailing
Club. Team members Gordon Cogan Sivarajan and Ewan Gribbin both balanced team training against
competing nationally and internationally this year, in the ILCA and 49er classes respectively.

Alumni

The 2021 O&CSS Generations event, with the 2021 Varsity Match running alongside, ran to great success
despite cool weather and light winds. The Cambridge Current 2s made it into a tense final, but eventually
fell to the Cambridge 80s team. Current team sailors enjoyed the opportunity to race and socialise with
alumni both recent and not-so-recent, and are excited to attend Generations 2022 later this year.

Lent term saw the return of the annual telephone campaign, where current members appreciated catching
up with alumni and sharing their experiences of sailing with the Club. The Club thanks all its alumni for
the generous support which has kept us going throughout the tumultuous past few years. We are excited
to be able to purchase a new flight of Fireflies for the 2022/23 season thanks to this incredible support.

Conclusion
There’s no doubt that the past few years have been challenging, with training and racing having been
sorely missed. As such, it has been an absolute joy to take care of the Club as things have returned
somewhat to normal this year. Seeing so many sailors and windsurfers on the water at Cuppers -
committee members, this season’s new members, and some who were totally new to CUCrC - I felt
incredibly proud of the Club’s recovery from COVID, and of the growth all of our sections have managed
this year. I graduated in June after 4 years as a member of CUCrC, and can safely say that sailing with the
Club has been one of the most important aspects of my University experience and that I will remain proud
of the Club for many years to come.

Of course, I must thank the outgoing committee members for all their work this year - every member has
been brilliant, and my job would have been much more difficult without their support. It is thanks to the
dedication of our many junior and senior committee members that the Club is able to provide such a high
standard of sailing, windsurfing, and team racing, and I hope that we can continue to do so for many years
to come. In particular, congratulations to Karl Aeberli on your first full year in the role of Senior
Secretary - your support for myself and other committee members has been indispensable, and the Club
remains incredibly grateful for everything you do.

In addition to thanking our graduands and outgoing committee members, I must also look forward to the
coming season. I certainly do so with a sense of anticipation. I feel sure that the Club is safe in the hands
of the incoming committee members, and am proud to be handing over as Commodore to the wonderful
Magnus Handley. I feel sure that the team racing section is well-placed for a highly successful season
under the watchful eye of incoming captain Olly Perkins, and look forward to seeing what the new team
will do at BUSA events and on the team racing circuit.



I’ll close this report by again expressing my pride in the Club and all its sections. In particular, this
season, I’d like to spotlight the Women’s team racing team, who are now BUSA National Champions for
the second year running as well as being the Ospreys Team of the Year - this is an incredible achievement,
and I am sure the team will go from strength to strength as we hand over to next year’s co-captains, Rosie
Jones and Charlotte McConnell. Finally, congratulations to every team member who has been involved in
Cambridge’s incredibly dominant showing at the Open Varsity Match for the past 10 years - long may the
winning streak continue!

Fair winds and GDBO,

Molly Desorgher
Commodore 2021/22

An appendix to this report lists officers, major competition results, and teams for 2021/22.



Officers, Results, and Teams in 2021/22

Officers
President: Mike Hayles (Churchill)
Commodore: Molly Desorgher (Jesus)
Senior Treasurer: Frank Tietze (Wolfson)
Senior Secretary: Karl Aeberli (Pembroke)

Senior Committee:
Michael John Gifford (Caius)
Jeremy Johnson (Christs)

VC Team Racing: Ewan Gribbin (Caius)
VC Windsurfing: Bella Biddle (Caius)
RC Dinghy Sailing: Magnus Handley (Emmanuel)
Ladies TR Captain: Liv Jacklin (St Catharines)
Junior Secretary: Paul McMeekin (Queens)
Junior Treasurer: Mattis Prince (Caius)
Publicity Officer: Ollie Dennis (Jesus)
Health & Safety: Juliette Kennedy (Robinson)
Welfare: Bella Biddle (Caius)
Alumni Administrator: Richard Guy (Emmanuel)

Sustainability Officers: Will Adler (Jesus)
Bella Biddle (Caius)

Webmaster: Mike Dunbar (Downing)
Asst. Senior Secretary: Anthony Butler (Clare)

Trustees:

Patrick Gifford (Magdalene)
Julia Gore-Randall (Pembroke)
Eddie Lister (Caius)
Jo Sammons (Caius)



Results and Teams
Team Racing
Event Date Blue Pink Orange Beige Women

BUSA Team Racing Finals 18-20 April 7th 12th 25th
BUSA Women’s Team Racing
Nationals 19-20 February 1st

RYA Women’s Team Racing
Nationals 19-20 February 2nd

UKTRA Nationals 2021 13-14 November 6th in
Silver

8th in
Silver

UKTRA Nationals 2022 26-27 March 13th 18th

Brummy Boom 27-28 November 1st 3rd

Bristol Brew 4-5 December 5th

Wessex Winter Warmer 29-30 January
14th
(7th
uni)

10th
(3rd
uni)

Blue

Ewan Gribbin, Olivia Jacklin, Olly Perkins, Molly Desorgher, Juliette Kennedy, Ollie Dennis

Pink

Jake Scott, Bella Biddle, Gordon Cogan Sivarajan, Charlotte McConnell, Robbie McDonald, Mattis
Prince

Orange

Will Adler, Abi Wallace, Magnus Handley, Rosie Jones, Paul McMeekin, Lucius Bligh

Beige

Colin Krawchuk, Zach Lyttle, Amelia Dixon

Match and Fleet Racing Competitions

Event Class Date & Venue Sailors Position

UK Women’s
Match Racing
Nationals

Eliot 6m 11th-12th
September 2021,
WPNSA

Juliette Kennedy
(helm), Molly
Desorgher (main)

6th

Round the Island
Race

Challenger 72 25th June 2022,
Island SC

Jake Scott 19th (Division 0)



European
Championships

49er 5th-10th July
2022, Aarhus,
Denmark

Ewan Gribbin
(crew)

70th

UK Open &
National
Championships

ILCA7 18th-22nd July
2022, Hayling
Island SC

Gordon Cogan
Sivarajan

15th

UK Firefly
Nationals

Firefly 6th-12th August
2022, Tenby SC

Alex Baxter
Jamie Webb &
Oliver Jagger

13th
22nd

UK National
Championships

RS200 21st-25th August,
Hayling Island SC

Jamie Webb
(crew)
Ewan Gribbin &
Olivia Jacklin
Will Adler &
Mattis Prince
Juliette Kennedy
& Ollie Dennis

10th

60th

90th

96th
Star of the Week

Irish National
Championships

Flying Fifteen 2nd-4th
September 2022,
NYC Dun
Laoghaire

Juliette Kennedy
(crew)

1st

College Competitions
Team Racing Cuppers (21 June): Caius - Adam Rathmell, Bella Biddle, Robbie McDonald,

Ewan Gribbin

Team Racing Silver Fleet (21 June): Caius/Catz - Olivia Jacklin, Robbie McDonald, Charlie
Shan, Ben Hunt

Team Racing Bronze Fleet (21 June): Jesus - Connie Jordan, Molly Desorgher, Ru McColl, Cai La
Trobe-Roberts

Windsurfing Cuppers (21 June): Octave Oliviers (Fitzwilliam)

Windsurfing Silver Fleet (21 June): Ben Foster (St John’s)

Varsity Match Results and Teams
The 2022 Varsity Match was sailed in Ajaxes at Royal Harwich Yacht Club from 13th-15th July.

Match Racing:
1st Strings: Oxford 2-1 – Juliette Kennedy (Robinson), Molly Desorgher (Jesus), & Ollie Dennis (Jesus)

2nd Strings: Oxford 2-1 – Ewan Gribbin (Caius), Olivia Jacklin (St Catharine’s), & Mattis Prince
(Trinity)



Team Racing:
Open: Cambridge 4-3 (Team listed as 1st String Helm, 2nd String Helm, & Crew)

Ewan Gribbin (Captain - Caius), Jake Scott (Clare), &   Olivia Jacklin (St Catharine’s)

Olly Perkins (Robinson), Gordon Cogan Sivarajan, &   Molly Desorgher (Jesus)
(Robinson)

Juliette Kennedy (Robinson) , Robbie McDonald (Caius),     &   Ollie Dennis (Jesus)

Women: Oxford 4-1 (Team listed as Helm, Main, & Crew)

Olivia Jacklin, Lucy Wilkinson (Selwyn) &   Bella Biddle (Caius)
(Captain - St Catharine’s)

Molly Desorgher (Jesus), Charlotte McConnell, &   Abi Wallace (St John’s)
(Emmanuel)

Juliette Kennedy (Robinson), Rosie Jones (Magdalene) &   Klara Stark (Hughes Hall)

Awards
The 2022 Varsity Match was held at Royal Harwich Yacht Club from 13th-15th July. The Windsurfing
Varsity Match was not held this year. Blues have been awarded as shown below.

Full Blues
Ewan Gribbin
Olivia Jacklin
Olly Perkins

Molly Desorgher
Juliette Kennedy

Ollie Dennis
Bella Biddle

Charlotte McConnell
Rosie Jones

Half Blues
Jake Scott

Gordon Cogan Sivarajan
Robbie McDonald

Mattis Prince



All Cambridge BUCS/BUSA/SWA sailing results are listed in this appendix for historical
convenience.


